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Station 2-B1 

Since 1963, Powers Boulevard was planned as a bypass alternative for Interstate-25 along the eastern edge of the 

City of Colorado Springs. As one of the State of Colorado's 28 strategic corridors and a key element of the National 

Highway System, Powers Boulevard is a critical corridor supporting local, regional, and national mobility. It is a crucial 

component of the Region's Congestion Management Plan, provides access to five major military installations, shall be 

the major north/south thoroughfare for the rapidly developing eastern edge of the City of Colorado Springs, and 

provides direct access to the City of Colorado Springs Airport and its surrounding business park. 

 

While it is anticipated that South Powers Boulevard shall begin as a locally-owned road, it is expected that the 

Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) will eventually maintain it as a state highway. Close coordination 

shall be required with the Cities of Fountain and Colorado Springs, El Paso County, and CDOT. 

 

Regional partners (El Paso County/Fountain/Colorado Springs/CDOT/Federal Highway Administration/Pikes Peak 

Area Council of Governments) are working together to continue planning for the South Powers Boulevard corridor 

that will help preserve right-of-way, plan for limited access for the freeway standard, plan for multimodal use and 

crossings of the corridor, and provide predictability to development by studying an alignment. 

 

Station 2-B2 

The Reason and Vision statements for this Study were developed in collaboration with the Project's Management 

Team, Technical Team, and Executive Oversight Team. These groups comprise representatives from local agencies, 

stakeholder groups, El Paso County, and numerous consultant teams. 

 

Station 2-B3 

Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) is an FHWA initiative that began in 2014 to support transportation 

decision-makers' consideration of environmental, community, and economic goals early in the planning process. A 

PEL approach streamlines NEPA processes for future transportation projects (FHWA, 2015). Early in the PEL process, 

stakeholders and other project proponents identify a corridor vision, purpose, and need leading to the development 

of recommended transportation alternatives that reflect the needs and goals. 

 

CDOT signed a Partnering Agreement with FHWA and several other federal and state agencies to encourage using a 

PEL approach to expedite transportation project implementation under NEPA while adhering to agency procedures 

for project reviews and comments (CDOT, 2009). 

 

Station 2-B4 

The South Powers Extension PEL and ACP are separate but related processes. For the South Powers Extension 

Corridor, these processes are simultaneous to share information about the corridor, and decisions about access can 

be included as part of the future corridor conditions. Public engagement, stakeholder coordination, and identification 

of partnerships and opportunities are among the shared components between the PEL and the ACP. 

 

  


